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at Belgaum under the presidency of Mr. Gandhi himself. His
presidential   address, however, was  mainly devoted to   an
impassioned advocacy of the spinning-wheel and Mrs. Besant
was never able to get back into the picture at all. Mrs. Besant
did get some prominent Congress members' private signature
to her Commonwealth of India Bill, it is true: but as one of the
signatories, Mrs. Naidu, naively put it, "more because of her
reverence of Mrs. Besant's great and accumulated record of
service in the cause of India than on account of any agreement of
views between them." In fact the Congress Committee refused
point-blank leave for Congress to identify itself with this Bill,
which even ex hypothesi was not expected to pass Parliament;
though, of course, the Bill itself went even further than the
proposals put forward by Motilal Nehru in the Legislative
Assembly in February 1924, and repeated, in another form,
in August 1925. Mrs, Besant had even tried to win C. R. Das's
assent by agreeing to a postscript providing for a new campaign
of passive resistance, in the event of this Commonwealth of
India Bill being rejected by the British Parliament: all to no
purpose, however. Finding nothing but latent antipathy and
patent apathy for her plan in India, she promptly sailed in the
middle of 1925 with her pet Bill for England and began there a
whirlwind campaign for this Indian Demand, which neces-
sarily fell flat, seeing that the only people in India who counted,
the Congress, had refused to countenance it. Still Mrs. Besant
doggedly persevered; she got the Labour Party to adopt it
and to put it into the hands of the Parliamentary draftsmen;
and she had the great satisfaction to find that the Bill, intro-
duced by Mr. George Lansbury as a private bill, received its
first reading in the House of Commons in December 1925.

In the meantime there had been a change of Government in
England. Mr. MacDonald, having decided upon a dissolution
of Parliament in October 1924, was heavily defeated at the
polls, and had to make way for another Baldwin Government,